The Monarchy
in their impact upon their subjects; most men approach
them upon their knees. Granted only a reasonable level
of conduct, it is highly unlikely that their conduct will be
subject to anything remotely like the scrutiny ordinary
men's behaviour must undergo.
But what is, I suspect, of special significance in the
change is the date at which it has occurred and the
propaganda which has accompanied it since that time.
Roughly, the popularity of Queen Victoria dates from
her proclamation as Empress of India. It is associated,
that is, with the dawning consciousness of an imperial
mission in the British people. Since then it has served
two purposes. It has been valuable as a pivot of loyalty
for the Dominions and Colonies; it has made possible
a unity of allegiance which would have been far more
difficult to secure for the rarely magical personality of an
elected president, ;I do not need to dwell upon the extra-
ordinarily effective propaganda which has been devoted
to this end. Ceremonial, pageantry, all the resources of
the Press, the wireless, literature, have been lavished upon
its production. Whatever may have been the differences
between political parties, upon the fact that the Crown is
an essential element in imperial unity, they have all been
agreed. The degree to which this aspect has been impor-
tant is very great. British imperialism has deliberately
elevated the prestige of the Crown as a method of pro-
tecting the ends it seeks to serve.
On the domestic side, there has been an analogous
development. No one can say of the Victorian Monarchy
that—housing, perhaps, apart—it displayed any serious
interest in questions affecting the well-being of the
people. Foreign affairs, the Empire, the Church, and.tfof
problems of the defence forces, were overwhel^j^f
the Queen's ftiain pre-occupations. With the.jgflpmt of

